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LA GARDE FREINET – CHESTNUT 
FESTIVAL - SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER  
As their first weekend Chestnut Festival had to be cancelled due 
to the Mistral, La Garde Freinet celebrates this coming Sunday.  
 

 
CONCERT LYRIQUE – MOULIN DES 
ARTS – ENTRECASTEAUX 
4 & 5 November In Aid of Charity 
Two concerts weekend of 4 & 5 November are being given by 
Laetitia Grimaldi, soprano, and Ammiel Bushakevitz, piano, in 
aid of building a school in Mali.    The concert Saturday 4 is at 
20h30, and on Sunday 5 at 16h00.   Programme will include 
works of Lizt, Debussy, and lieder of Hugo Wolf 

 
JAZZ CONCERTS – ENTRECASTEAUX 
11 & 12 NOVEMBER   
Location. lÁncien Moulin a Huile, rue du Lubac, Entrecasteaux.  
Readers might also want to book tickets for two more concerts, 
marking the end of the season for the Moulin des Arts, on the 11 
& 12 November, when the French Jazz Trio Sumo will be 
performing. 
Reservations for tickets 20, to 04 94 69 58 07 or 06 20 31 83 92, and 
E: mrkucko@yahoo.fr  
 

  
FILMS IN VO – LORGUES  
Saturday 4 November – Victoria & Abdul – 16h  Dir Stephen 
Frears, stars Judy Dench Ali Fazal  
Sunday 5 November - Victoria & Abdul – 11h10   Dir Stephen 
Frears, stars Judy Dench Ali Fazal  
Sunday 12 November – Kigsman Dir:Matthew Vaughn, stars 
Colin Firth, Taron Egerton 
Saturday 18 November – The Killing of a Sacred Deer 18h Dir: 
Yorgos Lanthimos, Stars Nicole Kidman, Colin Farrell 
Sunday 19 November – Detroit 18h – Dir: Kathryn Bigelow, Stars 
John Boyega, Anthony Mackie 
Sunday 26 November – Beautiful Day – You were Never Really 
Here –18h  stars: Joaquin Phoenix  
Sunday 3 December – Logan Lucky 18h – Dir: Rebecca Blunt, 
starring Channing Tatum, Daniel Craig  
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CONCERT – BASTIDE DU PIN –  
Friday 3 November 19h - LORGUES - 
Pierre Laurent – Piano  
Bastide du Pin, 1017 rte de Salernes, Lorgues. 
Res : culture@bastidedupin.com – 06 13 50 38 67 
 

TRAVELLING BOOK SWAP – 
NOVEMBER 15 
The November Travelling Book Swap is at a brand new venue in 
St Antonin on Nov 15th - 10.00 - 12.00p.m. The home of Penny 
Balaam at 16, Chemin de la Nate 83510 St Antonin du Var.  tel 04 
94 80 35 17.  mob 06 12 31 69 10 .Follow the ballooons! Plenty of 
parking & inside space for masses of books, dvds etc. Coffee & 
bics as usual- all welcome. Email Mim Kay on 
Mimi4opp@aol.com for further directions if needed. 
10.00 - 12.00 - coffee/ tea available & a good selection of books, 

CDs & DVDs. - all welcome –  

 

UK EXPAT CITIZENS RIGHTS MEETING  
– ST. JOHN’S CHURCH – ST. RAPHAEL 
THURSDAY 23 NOVEMBER – 18H  
The British Association of the Var have been instrumental in 
organising a meeting with a representative of the British 
Embassy in Paris.   The meeting will take place at the St. John’s 
Church in St.Raphel, Thursday 23 November, from 18h. 
The meeting will be addressed by the Minister Plenipotiarary, 
Matthew Lodge, updating UK citizens on Brexit negotiations 
regarding citizens right.  This will be followed by a question and 
answer session  
The event is not solely limited to BA members, and there is No 
Charge, all UK citizens are welcome, but it would be helpful for 
the BA to have an idea of how many people plan to attend, so do 
please notify your intentions with an email to:  
 events@baofthevar.com   
 

 
CHATEAU DE BERNE – LORGUES – 
CHRISTMAS MARKETS  
ENGLISH & IRISH CHRISTMAS MARKET 
11 & 12 NOVEMBER   
18 & 19 NOEL PROVENCAL 
25 & 26 NOVEMBER  - NOEL DU MONDE  
Free entry from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Once again, for this annual tradition, Château de Berne will be 

overflowing with the sweet scents of Christmas throughout 

November. The Château will be the venue for 3 extraordinary 

Christmas Markets, set in a winter wonderland of lights and 

decorations. 
Our English & Irish Christmas Market festivities will bring together 
20 stands in the warm and welcoming setting of "La Cave" wine shop 
and our "Jardin du Jasmin" conservatory. 
Visitors will be able to pick up a host of traditional goodies, 
including cupcakes, carrot cakes, Christmas pudding, lemon drizzle 
cakes and much more. You'll find must-have Christmas crackers, 
Irish whiskies, beers and culinary specialities courtesy of the 
"Comptoir Irlandais" shop in Toulon, together with typical 
Christmas decorations and craftwork such as customized pottery 
and books. There will even be a nod to the old British Empire with 
Indian silks! 
Ireland will be taking centre stage with a dance show on Saturday at 
3 p.m, Sunday at 11 a.m. and again 2 p.m., presented by the Azur 
Irish Dance Academy. The Sunday shows will be followed by a 20-
minute introductory lesson for visitors aged 7 and up.  (limited 
availability - please register on site).  
The magic of Christmas at Château de Berne will enchant your kids 
too, with the arrival of Father Christmas on his sleigh at 4 p.m. and 
the traditional distribution of Christmas candies! Children aged 3-7 
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years can take part in our Christmas drawing contest, with a surprise 
gift for the winner at 5 p.m. on both days. 
And of course, children are invited to post a letter to Father 
Christmas in our special letter box – our busy elves will make sure 
it's delivered on time!  Enjoy a magical moment at nightfall as 
spectacular illuminations burst into life around "La Cave" wine shop. 
You can also revel in a special Christmas menu at "Le Bistrot" from 
€26 excluding drinks (please book ahead on +33(0)4 94 60 48 88). 

 
SAN REMO COACH TRIP 
SATURDAY 18 NOVEMBER  
Just a few seats left – get your 
cheques in now ! 
Well the season is almost over - I hope it was a good one for 
everyone despite the extreme temperatures!!  It’s now time to 
start thinking about our annual ‘amicale’ day out to San Remo 
which this year will be Saturday 18th November  - going a week 
earlier than usual worked really well last year so we’ll do the 
same this year. 
As always we have an early start ensuring plenty of time to enjoy 
browsing round the market stalls, the fabulous covered market 
with all the wonderful and very reasonably priced Italian 
specialities and not forgetting the high street shops. There is time 
for a nice relaxing lunch in one of the many restaurants before 
we leave San Remo and head home via Ventimiglia and the 
Eurodrink supermarket where we stop for approximately 45 
mins so you can stock up with supplies (alcohol and cigarettes 
still being slightly more reasonably priced in Italy than France). 
The times of departure are as follows :  
07h20 - Les Arcs-sur-Argens 

07h30 - Le Muy Peage (no. 36)  

07h45 - Frejus Peage (no. 38)  

(return times are between 18h and 19h depending on the time we leave 

and the traffic) 

The cost of this trip is 28 € per person.  
In the first instance, please email me and let me know as early as 

possible if you are interested in joining us so that I can add your 
name to the passenger list and as soon as we have enough people 
to go then I will confirm departure and payment details. 
Many thanks as always for your help and support - I look 
forward to hearing from you and hope to have the pleasure of 
your company  again soon.  
Kindest regards CAROLYN 
CAROLYN MOULET 

RIVIERA TOURS 
Email : riviera.tours@orange.fr  
Mobile : 06 80 08 87 47 
Quartier Le Plan 

1018 Route des Arcs 

83460 TARADEAU 
 

 
OPERA DE TOULON –  
17, 19 & 21 NOVEMBER  
PUCCINI’S MADAMA BUTTERFLY  
Friday 17 November 20h, Sunday 19 November 14h30 & Tuesday 
21 November 20h.  
With Deniz Yetim, and Roberto de Biasio, a Production of the 
Opera de Nice.  
 www.operadetoulon.fr, and 04 94 92 70 78 

 

 
OPERA DE TOULON – CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL - TCHAIKOVSKY’S  
CAISSE NOISETTE 
Thursday 23 November 20h & Friday 
24 November 20h.  
With the Opera National company of 
KAZAN  
What nicer treat than a stupendous ballet all about the fun and 

festivities of Christmas, this time of year.  

www.operadetoulon.fr, and 04 94 92 70 78 
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Aix Marks The Spot 

By TRENCHERMAN  
“So why are we here?” asked my luncheon companion. He lives 
in Central America and so is not often here, and as he was 
billeted in Lourmarin, we had agreed that I should find a suitable 
place for lunch at a sensible distance between us. I had chosen 
Pierre Reboul, a one star Michelin restaurant which resides in the 
château de la Pioline, which resides within a large commercial 
estate just outside Aix. The kind of place where you might go to 
find new tyres or frozen food or a dozen other commodities, but 
not where you would go to find a delightful four star hotel set in 
a four hectare wooded park in a beautiful 16th century château. 
We were seated in a wistfully elegant salon which was rather 
more Lulu quinze than Louis but delightful just the same. 
I had chosen wines, a Pouilly Fumé, possibly the best I have ever 
tasted and a modest St Joseph to follow. 
The lunch menu during the week is 48 euros and has very 
pleasing choices. 
I started, or should I say followed the array of amuses bouche, 
including an amazing ‘fois de canard presented as a crème brûlée 
with a caramel sauce, which was a died and gone to heaven 
experience. To continue, I started with Gambas rôties a la 
plancha with Japanese maki, delicious and perfectly cooked and 
presented. My companion chose ‘Sprats fumés’ filleted and 
combined with carrots and served in balls. Sounds bizarre but 
was reported to be delicious. We both eschewed the trout and 
chose the ‘Râble de lapin with fresh new beetroot and moutarde 
de Meaux. 
The staff was charming and well informed and accepting that we 
were the last to leave as we drained our glasses and relived some 
of the nearly fifty years we had known each other. 
He and his lovely wife were on their way to New York for a 
couple of days, en route back to the banana republic where they 
live. 
As we had just returned from a trip there ourselves I was able to 
bring him up to speed on the delights that awaited them. 
If you go to the MoMA, I said, then make sure that there is 
something you really want to see and pay 25$ for, as if there is 
not then you cannot visit the café or indeed the bookshop unless 
you pay 25$ for a ticket. The bookshop, which was always a must 
for me, is now on the third floor, along with the café, and you 
must pay to get into either. 

I was struck by the senseless greed of this and explained it to an 
attendant, who clearly being a well-travelled man, gave me a 
Gallic shrug. 
I did, on the other hand, recommend Le Bernadin, a restaurant 
with more awards than the Oscars and a waiting list as long 
Yong Street in Toronto, reputedly 100 miles long [poor postman]. 
The menu here is nearly as long, but all produce is as fresh as a 
New York taxi driver and much better prepared. 
Our host was generous and utterly charming and is a permanent 
world traveller and hard to find, but we were in luck and her 
clout ensured a table and great service. 
A day later we were entertained to dinner at Delposto, another 
legend of the Big Apple. Italian and proud of it. The dinner menu 
runs the gamut of all things not found on many Italian menus, 
but here done with skill and dedication. The service and 
attention was second to none and the grandeur of our 
surroundings cosseted us. 
By now we were feeling overcome with hospitality, fine food and 
suffused with generosity, so I decided on a simple deli lunch the 
next day and walked the long walk to the Second Avenue Deli, 
which was not there, why? Because it is on First Avenue, obvious 
really, but the pastrami on rye with a pickle on the side was a 
perfect antidote to our previous indulgences. 
We left New York for South Carolina and wonderful ’Low 
Country cooking’, another pace altogether and at another time I 
shall share it with you. 
By the way, the answer to my chum as to why we were in a 
difficult to find restaurant in an unlikely part of Aix was because 
they had parking and ere long I shall be taking advantage of it 
again. 
 
Pip, pip 
 

 
OPERA NEWS 
By ROBERT TURNBULL  
Nothing happened quite as expected when it came to the Berlin 
Staatsoper’s 300 million euro renovation. After seven years of 
closure the reopening of Frederick the Great’s Palladian opera 
house on October 3rd promised to be a momentous and highly 
symbolic event, all the more so given Berlin’s re-emergence as 
the political and - some would say - cultural capital of Europe.  
As if to prove the point, Angela Merkel, the German President 
Franz-Walter Steinmeyer and several ministers attended. As one 
critic joked in the interval, a bomb strategically placed that night 
would have wiped out the entire political establishment. 
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Beethoven’s opera Fidelio, the ultimate opera about political 
freedom (and the one which happened to be playing at the 
theatre 25 years ago when the wall came down) would have been 
the perfect choice for that special occasion. In fact Intendant 
Jürgen Flimm and his Music Director Daniel Barenboim 
mysteriously rejected the idea of an opera altogether for a 
dramatization of Schumann’s Scenes from Goethe’s Faust, 
intercut with sections of Goethe’s original.  The piece is really a 
kind of oratorio and was certainly not conceived to be 
dramatized in an opera house. 
It was quite a spectacle. Flimm and his designer Markus Lupertz 
threw everything into this confusing staging, Breughelesque 
phantasmagoria and some very silly dancing crowding the hell 
scenes. Thankfully, Schumann’s music was beautifully delivered 
by the Staatskapelle orchestra and a group of ensemble members 
including Rene Pape as Mephistopheles , Roman Trekel as Faust  
and Elsa Dreisig as Gretchen. The children’s chorus was the real 
treat. But the score is patchy and only occasionally lifts the 
spirits, in spite of Barenboim’s obvious devotion to this piece. 
Another major frustration for international audiences was the 
lack of titles during the dramatized chunks of Goethe. It really 
wasn’t clear what was going on. 
The question on everyone’s mind and which dominated interval 
talk was what exactly in the theatre had changed. A revolution in 
the technical workings backstage took up much of the 300 
million euro, added to which a miscalculation of the proximity of 
water to the building’s foundations. Many were aghast, however, 
to discover that the foyer areas and auditorium, including the 
gilded Apollo Saal, the upstairs salon where the DDR politburo 
would occasionally meet to hammer out policy, had hardly 
changed.  
The theatre’s restoration is only one of a series of controversial 
capital projects,  the most egregious being the Schloss, the old 
seat and symbol of Prussian power next door to the opera house, 
which, to the dismay of many, is undergoing of a total 
rebuilding. In the Staatsoper’s case there was no appetite for 
restoring Frederick the Great’s 18th century house and, 
presumably, no old architectural plans to facilitate the process.  

The 
prospect of a brand new auditorium, the choice of progressives – 
and architects! – was rejected in favour of reviving the DDR’s 
1956 restoration carried out somewhat tardily after the house 
sustained war damage.  At the reopening, the Staatsoper’s 
habitués were amused to discover they were gracing essentially 
the same house that they knew 7 years ago, only touched up with 
some gilding and a few coats of paint. What they jokingly refer to 
as DDR Rococo meant a profusion of very old-fashioned crystal 
chandeliers, marbleized walls and wood veneer, but while it may 

have at first appeared a little kitsch, the atmosphere created was 
warm and congenial. Anyone who has had the misfortune of 
stepping into Paris’s brand new Philharmonie will know that 
when it comes to cultural public buildings, architects can rarely 
be trusted. 
Merkel and her entourage arrived just in time to hear a speech by 
the president in which he openly questioned why Germans 
would want to pay for such an elitist pastime as opera, but then 
failed to provide anything like a satisfactory answer. An 
announcement by the federal Culture Minister of 10 million Euro 
gift to Berlin’s three opera companies – yes, three ! – drew faint 
applause given that the sum is hardly enough for each to create a 
new production. The evening ended with a party for the 
Establishment and their cronies, few of which had paid for a 
ticket. Slinking off into Mercedes Benzes and convoys of security, 
they didn’t seem especially uplifted. Was the misguided 
production at fault or was it the concerns of a government 
suddenly finding themselves having to deal with the far right, 
some of whom might even have been present that night?  A 
couple sitting next to me looked very disapproving and refused 
to clap during all the speeches leading my companion to 
speculate they were Alternativ fur Deutschland supporters. But 
then Schumann and Goethe could hardly be more German; and, 
after all, even Hitler liked opera. 
 

EU FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT 
EAST EUROPEAN BRAIN DRAIN 

 
HOW EUROPE STOLE MY CHEESE 
MAKERS: Hungarian businessman 
wants skilled workers to come home 
In the Hungarian village of Kisasszond, Peter Róna's gourmet 
cheese factory is fomenting a quiet rebellion against the 
European Union. 
A senior fellow in economics at Oxford University, Mr Róna 
hoped to put his theories into practice by setting up the 
cheeserie, which employs 12 families in what he calls the 
"backwaters" of Hungary. 
The eccentric project, which has won international awards for its 
soft and smoked cheeses, has proven a roaring success.   
There is just one major problem: Mr Róna's prize cheese-makers 
keep leaving Hungary. 
“I had a very nice fellow who I trained up to be a very competent 
cheese-maker, and now he’s leaving to make cheese in 
Switzerland,” he told the Telegraph. 
“I don’t mind, I can find somebody else. I can train them -  but I 
know they will leave as well. That's just how it is.” 
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Mr Róna, along with many Hungarians, bitterly resents the EU's 
free movement policy, which they say has created a "brain drain" 
that sees eastern European workers head west in search of higher 
wages. 
Few can blame them, as Mr Róna readily admits - the minimum 
wage in Hungary is a paltry 400 euro per month, whereas in the 
UK or Germany the same jobs can fetch up to 1,400 euro per 
month 
But the result is a dire shortage of workers which has become so 
severe that, according to some Hungarian politicians, the country 
risks economic collapse within the next ten years. 

Anecdotally, Hungarians have even complained that it 

can take up to a year for a local electrician to come and 

rewire their plugs. 

“I set up [the factory] partly because I like cheese and cows, but 
the real reason was to see what it takes to build up a business in a 
seriously underdeveloped, disadvantaged, backwater part of the 
country from scratch,” explained Mr  Róna. 
“The wage disparity is the single most important threat to EU 

unity, as it jeopardises any sense of solidarity or cohesion. 

“The average real wage of a Bulgarian, for example, is 18 per 

cent of the EU average. And the real income of the richest 

district in the European Union, inner west London, is 600 times 

the income of the two poorest ones, in Romania and Bulgaria. 

Those are shocking numbers.” 

The recent loss of his finest cheese-maker to a Swiss rival was a 
turning point for the academic, who has now lent his voice to a 
pan-European campaign to end wage inequality. 

The EU Wage Union claims free movement has created a 

“common tragedy” of mass emigration and a “social drama 

where families are torn apart, parents are separated from 

their children and grandchildren grow up without their 

grandparents.” 

The campaign is run by politicians and activists in eight central 

and eastern European member states: Estonia, Latvia, Poland, 

Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria and Croatia. 

Earlier this year, they presented a formal declaration to the 

European Commission, which must consider adopting the 

wage-matching proposals if the campaign collects at least one 

million signatures from EU citizens by May 2018. 

Supporters hope a gradual introduction of equal wages across 
the bloc would encourage eastern Europeans to return home. 
Though the Hungarian government tried a similar move in 2015 
with a campaign dubbed "Young people, come home," the 
project ended in failure after just 105 people signed up.   
Now, Márton Gyöngyösi, the head of the EU Wage Union 
campaign, believes Brexit has put the dream of ending the brain 
drain back on the agenda. 
“I think the whole Brexit issue was such a shock to Brussels that 
they started to think how to listen more to the citizens and 
individual member states,” said Mr Gyöngyösi, who is also the 
co-leader of Hungarian opposition party Jobbik. 
“Before Brexit, they would say, ‘this is on the agenda and if you 
don’t follow us I will assign sanctions to you’. 
“There was one game in town - federalization and centralization. 
If Brussels said something you were just there to follow. 
Factory.  “All of a sudden it’s created a hope for a sensible 
discussion of our common future.” 

Bajzik Tamás, the president of the Hungarian National Trade 
Union, said the shortage in key professions has created a bizarre 
situation where it can take up to a year to hire an electrician. 
“There is not just a brain drain but a 'hand drain,' if you will, 

of manual workers who are leaving for western Europe,” he 

told the Telegraph. 

“People who work with their hands can earn more money in 
Austria and the UK, so now if you try to call an electrician in 
Hungary, for example, you would have to wait for nearly a year 
for him to come because there are so few of them left." 
In the customer services industry, employers were “struggling 

to find barely anyone,” he added, and spoke of his shock at 

reading one recent survey which said 90 per cent of children 

aged 14-18 wanted to leave Hungary as soon as they finished 

their education. 

However, at Deak Ferenc Square, in the heart of Budapest, few 
young people have heard of the campaign, despite the adverts 
pasted all over the city.  “I don’t know anything about it but I 
definitely support it,” said Viktor, a 20-year-old trainee dentist.  
Gabrielle, a 33-year-old office manager, branded the wage 
disparity “completely unfair.” 
“I want to stay in Hungary, it is my country,” she said. “But it is 
tempting to leave when you could earn and achieve so much 
more elsewhere.”” 
Now, it that is not an inditement of the failure of EU policies, I 
don’t what is. 

“”What the free movement of people 
amounts to is the stripping of poorer 
countries’ greatest asset – their most 
able and ambitious people!”” 
This is what Telegraph columnist Janet Daley wrote most 

presciently way back  in July 2016, after the UK referendum, 

and the EU’s much prated defense of the sacrosant “”Four 

Freedoms”including Freedom of Movement!! 

As she said : quote”Not only does their free movement in 

unlimited numbers present a much more complex and 

potentially delicate prospect, but surely it seems quite wrong 

to lump people in with manufactured goods and commercial 

services. Is this the liberal dream of Europe: to build an 

economic and political system that shunts people around a 

continent to fill whatever quotas big business requires at any 

given moment?” 

“But even if you are not a Marxist, you should appreciate that 
what the free movement of people amounts to is the stripping of 
poorer countries’ greatest asset – their most able and ambitious 
people. If the rich states of western and northern Europe can 
plunder the populations of the poor southern and eastern states 
indefinitely, then those less fortunate countries will never emerge 
into secure, functioning prosperity. They will, in effect, become 

like colonial protectorates, providing an endless breeding 

ground of cheap labour to serve their wealthy dominant EU 

“partners”.”” 
“”If pro-EU protagonists wanted to be truly benevolent, they 
would be urging (rather than lamenting) the relocation of 
businesses to the struggling eastern countries where they could 
provide people with employment and opportunity at home 
instead of forcing them to become wandering tribes travelling 
thousands of miles in search of decent life chances. The 
consequences of the dislocation in these itinerant lives are at least 
as great as the disruption to the communities which they come to 
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inhabit here. Young eastern Europeans who migrate west in 
search of work leave families and communities – and countries – 
behind who might have benefited from their determination and 
their skills. 
“”Ah yes, there’s another crucial term in this dialogue of the 
deaf: skills. It is often said with glib insouciance, that migrants 
are particularly useful for the economy – and no real problem for 
the indigenous population – because they are prepared to take 
the unskilled and low-skilled jobs that British people are no 
longer willing to do. 
“”So what precisely is it that is being proposed with such 
complacency: that this country should accept a permanent 
underclass of benefit-dependent work-refuseniks who will lead 
pointless under-achieving lives supported by the productivity of 
imported cheap labour? Not my idea of an edifying future. The 
poor countries are denuded of their brightest and best while the 
richer countries harbour a resentful, defeatist subculture of 
hopelessness which no one pretends will ever disappear. 
Wonderful. What a recipe for civil unrest and persistent 
disillusion that will be.”” 
And, Lo, it is coming to pass, just as she predicted.  
There is a permanent drift of young, talented, workers from the 
Eastern EU leaving their homes to work for bigger saleries in the 
richer Western countries.  
The cheesemakers, electricians, plumbers, builders, are no 
exception.   I read a story of a young hungarian woman who had 
trained and qualified as an architect.   She packed it all in to come 
to London, to work as an au-pair, or nanny, or such for four 
times the salary.   It is unlikely that she will return. 
Polish workers, in the North of England, as Bloomberg quotes, 
are quite happy working for one of the companies in the North 
East.   One such Polish couple both work for Edex   and are 
planning to buy a house, and settle.  Will they be going back to 
Poland,   hardly likely! 
East European EU members hoped that escaping from 
communism after 1989 meant freedom to choose what policies 
they wanted. But the European Commission is being seen as a 

new Politburo.  So the Eastern countries, who have struggled out 
from under Soviet domination, now find themselves struggling 
to rebuild their country, but losing their young educated talents 
to the West.   

 
Add to that the disastrous exodus of young talent from such 
countries as Italy, where unemployment, especially youth 
unemployment is rife.  

 

Nearly 50,000 young people left Italy 
last year! 
Some 48,600 Italians aged 18 to 34 left Italy in 2016, 
the Fondazione Migrantes, a Catholic organisation that aids 
migrants, said in a recent report. That represents an increase of 
23% on the year before.  Young people made up 39% of all 
Italians who emigrated. At home, their age group has some of 
the fewest opportunities in Europe. 
"This is clearly linked to the lower job opportunities, the weaker 
pay" on offer. Growth in the country has been sluggish at best 
since 2014, following two years of recession. GDP is forecast to 
inch up just 1.3 percent this year. 
The jobless rate hovers at over 12 percent, well above the euro 
area average of 9.3 percent. Among 15 to 24-year olds it leaps to 
37 percent, compared with a European average of 18.7 percent. 
Yes, it is up to nation states to create employment, but for too 
long, as economists have been saying, the euro has shackled 
countries like Italy. Yes, their bureaucratic red tape is partly to 
blame, their tax fiddles, etc, but what future lies ahead for the 
Italian young, or Greek youngsters for that matter.  
After 17 years of the euro, to have the economies of France, 
Spain, Italy and Greece (which adopted the currency in 2001) in 
long-term stagnation is a devastating failure. Youth 
unemployment in Spain is running around 45 percent, in Italy 
around 37 percent. About Greece the less said the better. 
The Office for National Statistics report on Romanian and 
Bulgarian migrants offers a fascinating insight. 
It says that while the average national hourly earnings of UK 

workers are estimated at £11.30, citizens from these two EU 

countries receive only £8.33 an hour. 

In other words, Romanians and Bulgarians will work for less 
than their British counterparts because the average wage in their 
own countries is about a fifth of what it is here. 
There will be a need for foreign labour post-Brexit. But every 
time a business leader belly-aches about a shortage of workers, 
remember he has an interest in continuing to pay Eastern 
Europeans less than the home-grown variety. 
Just recently it was  reported that a former senior Home Office 
official has admitted Britain is home to at least a million illegal 
immigrants. They are also part of this huge pool of cheap labour 
that is so alluring to some businesses. 
One wonders whether the much-lamented lack of productivity 
growth in recent years may be a consequence of companies, 
particularly multi nationals, large scale agricultural enterprises,  
employing cut-price labour instead of investing in new plant.  So 
when these companies bellyache about how they cannot possibly 
carry on after Brexit, they cannot find, they say suitable 
employable labour, its pays to wonder whether they actually pay 
union minimum , or much less!! 
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EU PUBLICITY & PR 
Free rail tickets for EU citizens on 
their 18th birthday: MEPs hail 'first 
step' towards annual €1.5 billion 
giveaway ! 
Last year - in the wake of the UK Brexit Referendum -  in an 
effort to popularise the EU, Juncker had the bright idea of gifting 
all EU youngsters on the 18th birthday with a two month rail pass 
to travel round Europe, so that they could admire the beauties of 
the EU and its creation.   
And just this past week, this idea was voted to its next stage by 
Members of the European Parliament , who hailed the approval 
of a multi-million pilot project as the first step towards a £1.5 

billion a year giveaway of free rail tickets to every EU citizen 

on their 18th birthday. 

The £10.7 million pilot project will see 20,000 freebies handed out 
to youngsters on their birthday in the interests of building a 
sense of “European identity”, in a project that Conservative 
MEPs have said is a waste of taxpayers' money.   
“This will enable them to get to know Europe better and 
experience first-hand the advantages of being an EU citizen,” 
said Siegfried Mureşan, the European People Party’s (EPP) lead 
MEP on the budget, said. 
Interrail tickets, which can cost hundreds of euros, allow holders 
unlimited travel across Europe’s rail networks with a single pass 
and for a set period 
"When we came up with the idea of giving a free Interrail ticket 
to every young European on their 18th birthday to enable them 
to appreciate the beauty of our continent, nobody took it 
seriously. But we did not give up,” said Mr Mureşan. 
“Now we have achieved the first step,” the Romanian centre-
right MEP added. “For it to become reality we need to continue 
putting pressure on member state governments.” 
You note the scheme is being backed, pushed through by a 
Romanian MEP.   Romania one should note pays virtually little if 
anything into the EU budget, but benefits as a net beneficiary for 
all sorts of ‘structural’ funds to the tune of 5.16. BN!     
Isn’t it amazing how the EU and MEP’s can find ways of 

spending other people’s money, principally that of the poor, 

mug, EU Taxpayer.   

One might have thought logically (how ridiculous!) that a 

scheme to improve employment, to create employment, 

apprenticeships -   for the thousands of 18 -25 year old 

throughout the EU who do not have a job  to look  forward to 

would be wholly  more to the point –for example 43.3% in 

Greece, 38.7% in Spain, 35.1% in Italy, 23% in France, EURO 

area 18.9% **and so on -     BUT no, the EU is only intent on 

glorifying itself and its so-called achievements.  Can one really 

salute the massive unemployment figures for such young 

people as an Achievement? 

The giveaway was first mooted (!) as a response to Brexit by 
Manfred Weber, the leader of the PEP, the largest political group 
in the European Parliament. If it does become reality, British 
citizens are unlikely to benefit as they will no longer be EU 
citizens.  The idea was welcomed at first by the European 
Commission but was scaled back in the face of opposition from 
critics who branded it a colossal waste of money and said it 
would only benefit middle class children who could afford the 
travel pass anyway.  After all how can unemployed youngsters, 
unless of course they rely on the bank of Mum & Dad, afford 
hostel or B&B accommodation for two months? 

However at least on MEP spoke up against such a hugely money 
wasting proposal, as Syed Kamal, the UK’s most senior Tory 

MEP, said: “If you are a young person you want the 

opportunity to get a job or at least an apprenticeship. You need 

the right economic conditions to allow businesses to make jobs 

for which you can apply.   “You dream of being able to build a 

better future for yourself, your family and for your community. 

But what does this parliament offer? A free Interrail pass.”  

The pilot project is part of the 2018 EU budget, which was backed 
by MEPs in Strasbourg.  The draft budget must now be 
negotiated by MEPs and national governments in the Council of 
Ministers before being finalised. 
And what’s the betting that should this totally ludicrous 

budget item be voted through, that most 18 year olds, 

particularly, Romanians, Bulgarians, will be hot footing it, or 

should one say, hot railing it to Western Europe, to Belgium 

Germany, Holland, and of course the UK, in search of jobs, 

admittedly they will have to pay to cross the Channel!   Forget 

the glories of the EU Utopian world, they want jobs! 

** Youth Unemployment figures quoted above are as at August 

2017.  

I sometime ago asked the EU through its labyrinthine website, 
how much the EU spends per year on PUBLICITY and PR.   
Initially I got the standard response, i.e. I would shortly, within 
three days!,  be receiving a reply from the relevant department!   
Since when, deafening silence has ensued.  I’ve asked the EU 
several ”awkward “ questions in the past few years, none of 
which have merited a reply.  
 

 
The European Commission president met the leaders of Hungary, 

Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia - all critical of his plan for ever 

closer integration. (And all of whom have adamantly set their faces 

against forced quotas of migrants to their country!!)   
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Mr Juncker posed for a rather awkward picture with the four leaders 

before heading off for what was described as a “working dinner”. 

It marked the first time he had met Bohuslav Sobotka, Viktor Orban, 

Beata Szydlo and Robert Fico at the commission headquarters.  And 

the meeting was seen as a crucial effort to try to appease the quartet 

following months of angry rhetoric.  The group discussed issues of 

migration, defence, the EU budget and the much criticised Schengen 

passport-free area. 

No secenes of enthusiastic backslapping and head kissing from Mr. 

Juncker this time, it all looked  pretty serious! 

 

 
BREXIT!! 
BREXIT, so called, negotiations rumble along like tumbrils to 

the Guillotine, with little progress on either side.  Who will be 

guillotined – the UK - or the EU?    

“The “negotiations” over our exit from what was supposed to 

be a fraternal, cooperative, mutually beneficial association is 

now a hostage crisis in which the ransom cannot even be 

agreed, let alone met.”  Janet Daley 

 

”Yet everything that has happened in Europe since the 
referendum has vindicated the vote for Brexit. The EU leadership 
has come out for an ever-closer union: Emmanuel Macron talks 
of a continental army and single asylum agency; Jean-Claude 
Juncker wants budgetary and tax integration. At the same time – 
and this is no coincidence – Europe has witnessed a number of 
national and regional revolts that reject the designs and values of 
the EU elite. 

 Typical cartoon re Catalonian crisis What does the future hold? 

The elite backs Madrid in its fight with Spain’s Catalan 
separatists – more and more commentators are drawing parallels 
with the late Franco and his Fascist regime -  a confrontation that 

exposes the anti-democratic authoritarianism that still lies at the 
heart of many European states – and which is reflected in the 
EU’s obsession with centralisation and its terror of popular 
democracy. Mr Juncker, for instance, has said that he hopes 
Catalonia will not break away because it would encourage other 
regions to do the same and make governing more complicated. 
Like an old colonialist drawing lines on a map, he’s only 
interested in what makes life easier for the bureaucrats in 
Brussels. But many Europeans are moving in a different 
direction. Two Italian regions have held referendums and voted 
overwhelmingly for greater autonomy 
Two years after the European Commission carried out the 
bidding of German Chancellor Angela Merkel by approving a 
plan to distribute migrants entering the Schengen area through 
Greece and Italy evenly across the European Union, the people of 
Europe have made their displeasure with Merkel’s “open door” 
policy abundantly clear. 
A worrying populism of both Left and Right is on the march. An 
anti-EU communist is now the effective leader of the opposition 
in France. Angela Merkel probably wants to give full support to 
Mr Macron’s integration plan, but she has already been 
pressurised to back an undoubtedly useless migration cap. 
Austria has elected a young leader who may ally with a 
frighteningly resurgent far Right. The Czech elections were 
complicated by a business leader likened to Donald Trump. 
“”The EU cannot possibly reconcile such divisions over 

immigration and self-government, and as the continent splits 

and slips to the extremes, so Britain’s decision to walk away 

looks less like a risk and more like an act of self-preservation 

by a pragmatic, tolerant and truly democratic country.”” 

It is fascinating to note how the tenor of the ‘negotiations’, 
mainly intransigent, certainty on the EU side, have changed.  
Initially the UK was the really, really bad nation, hated by all the 
other 27 for betraying so called principles - the principles of free 
movement, immigration, Schengen, etc.!  Finger pointing was 
rife.   How could those foul Albionists betray our European, 
liberal, principles?     Immigration was good!  How dare we 
British object to the influx of not just thousands, but several 
million immigrants?  
Juncker et al were forever using pejorative terms like “populist” 
referring to voters, who voted against Juncker’s so-called ideals.   
Chords of Beethoven’s “”Ode to Joy”” rang all over. The EU 27 
all resounded with cries for the Brits to be punished; they must 
be shown the errors of their ways. 
It was noticeable how fulsome in praise Juncker was following 
the Dutch election last March, when Prime Minister Rutte won 
majority seats - despite the fact that he lost quite a few - but the 
second largest party in the Dutch parliament was Geert Wilders 
anti immigration party.  

HOLLAND – 7 MONTHS TO FORM A 
GOVERNMENT 
However, since that election in March, Rutte has only just 
managed to cobble together a coalition government in the face of 
this not exactly triumphant election, in fact, only in the past two 
weeks!    Seven months to form a government!   Is this a record? 
Following which came the German election, where Chancellor 
Merkel – widely tipped to win – did just that,   but lost a 
substantial number of seats in the Bundestag, and above all, the 
far right party the AFD, gained, from nothing, 63 seats.   Still she 
was congratulated.  



10 November VAR VILLAGE VOICE 2017…………………..www.varvillagevoice.com 

But as all commentators point out, Chancellor Merkel has her 
work cut out in also trying to cobble together a ruling parliament 
coalition, which may well take her to Christmas and beyond/ 
You note “populist’’ voting, with at its heart, anti immigrant 
sentiments responsible for these swings in voting intentions.   So 
maybe the Brits did have something to complain about. 
Meantime as the V4, the Visograd countries, Poland, Hungary, 
Czech Republic and Slovakia, bind themselves into ever closer 
union, disputing Brussels right to impose quotas for distributing 
immigrants throughout the EU, refusing adamantly to accept 
any, one began to hear more and more resentment of the 
unilateral decision by Merkel to open the floodgates. 
The EU’s way of handling mass immigration from the Middle 
East raised hackles. Poles, Hungarians, Serbs, Czechs and 
Austrians argue that Merkel invited a million migrants to 
Germany in 2016 without consulting the neighbours and is now 
pulling strings in Brussels to disperse the burden and save her 
own political skin.   Dismissed as narrow-minded and provincial 
by the EU, this is the key reason voters are rallying to 
Eurosceptic and anti-immigrant parties.  
And now what we have got, an election in Austria, where the 
youngest by far Prime Minister Sebastien Kurz  has been elected 
by a landslide, with the support of, guess what, anti immigrant, 
and far right parties,  

There have only been warm congratulations so far from 
European Union leaders for Sebastian Kurz,  after winning 
Austrian elections a week or so ago. Angela Merkel was among 
the first to telephone. But behind the friendly messages, there 
will be deep disquiet in Berlin and Paris that a right-wing bloc is 
emerging in central Europe with a very different vision of what 
the EU should be. Mr Kurz’s victorious campaign was centred on 
a hardline anti-immigration message that aligns Austria closely 
with its neighbours to the east, ie the Visograd 4! 
And now, guess what again, another victory for the Right, in the 
Czech Republic which has elected Andrej Babiš, a billionaire 
with a broadly similar message, 
The pro-Europe political Czech establishment has been upended 
by a 63-year-old Eurosceptic, anti-immigration, pro-Russian 
billionaire who is being hailed as the ‘Czech Donald Trump’. 
Andrej Babis, whose party is the bluntly named Action for 
Dissatisfied Citizens (ANO), won 29.6 per cent of the vote at the 
weekend, or 78 out of 200 seats in the lower house, firmly 
shifting his nation to the Right.  
 
 
 
 

 
Join the euro to stay relevant in the 
EU after Brexit, Juncker's top aide 
warns minnows 
Mid September, just prior to J.C.Juncker making his utopian State 
of the Union address, his chief of staff, Martin Selmayr, 
summoned EU Ambassadors and their deputies  to a dinner, 
where he confidently informed them that European Union 
countries that wished to remain at the “core” of the European 
project after Brexit woul have to join the euro,   
  He further informed them at this  dinner  that the eurozone 
would become the “core” of the EU project after the UK leaves 
the bloc.  His intervention highlights deep divisions over the 
future of the EU and will deepen the fears of smaller member 
states like Poland and Hungary that the UK’s departure will be 
used by arch-federalists like Mr Selmayr to strong-arm them into 
joining the single currency.  However according to a confidential 
diplomatic readout of the dinner - Mr Selmayr responded that 
“85% of EU citizens” would be living in eurozone countries after 
Brexit and that these would "probably" become the “core” of the 
new Union.  
“Moreover, he [Selmayr] said inclusion will only be possible if 
there's sufficient engagement coming from the member state 
involved,” the source said. 
The message delivered by Selmayr – he who leaded poisonous, 
and defamatory reports of the private dinner held at Downing 
Street, with J.C. Juncker, and just recently was excused of doing 
exactly the same thing following Prime Minister May’s dinner in 
Brussels, with Juncker, all fingers pointed his way, although he 
denied it – sounded like a very strong arm “You do as we say – 
OR ELSE!” 
At the dinner in Brussels both the Czech Republic and Hungary 
challenged the idea that the eurozone countries should form the 
new “core” of the EU after Brexit, arguing instead for a more 
inclusive approach.  The Czech Republic already several months 
ago voted against joining the Euro.  AndNationalist governments 
in Poland and Hungary are currently also battling Brussels over 
enforced refugee quotas and the rule of law, with Poland being 
threatened with legal action over its recent judicial reforms in a 
further sign of the continuing internal stresses within the EU27. 
The Czech Republic, Croatia, Poland, Bulgaria, Romania and 
Hungary are all currently yet to adopt the Euro, although under 
the terms of their accession to the EU are obliged to when they 
meet requisite criteria. 
The UK and Denmark have formal opt-outs from joining the 
Euro, while the EU has accepted a Swedish decision not to join 
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following a national referendum in 2003 which rejected 
membership. 
France is pushing for the appointment of a eurozone finance 
minister and the creation of a eurozone budget, as well as deeper 
EU defence co-operation, although it remains to be seen how 
substantively Germany will support such ambitions. 
Leading EU analysts warned that attempts to force non-Euro 
states into joining the single currency or face marginalisation in 
the new bloc post-Brexit represented a dangerous power-grab on 
the part of the Brussels bureaucracy. 
"By describing the eurozone as ‘probably core’ to the EU’s future, 
Selmayr effectively links the EU’s future to a very shaky project 
which also has a fundamentally different mission than the EU,” 
said Pieter Cleppe, the head of the Brussels office of the Open 
Europe think-tank. 
Critics of Mr Selmayr’s vision for leaving smaller EU states little 
choice but to join the Euro also warn it also risks undoing a 
decade of EU eastwards expansion in the enlargement process 
that followed the end of the Cold War. 
“This very much opens questions about Eastern European 
countries unwilling to join the shaky euro project,” added Mr 
Cleppe, “Will the EU give up on them, at the expense of years of 
successfully integrating them into the West?” 
One wonders how effective such strong arm tactics are, with the 
Eastern European states who have struggled so long to get out 
from the under the Soviet boot. The Czech Republic, now headed 
by a millionaire business Prime Minister might well lead an 
effective opposition. 
The latest news is, ex a statement by J.C.Juncker outlines that 
BRITAIN'S exit from the European Union has accelerated plans 
within Brussels to form a giant superstate with its own army, 
currency and shared rules, as well as a EU Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, it has been revealed. 
Hardcore Europhiles have plotted to create the new post of 
Chancellor for the 27 member states, despite all nations having 
dramatically different financial situations.  The Chancellor would 
have the power to go into member states and make “structural 
reforms” to their domestic budgets.  The plans are revealed in a 
paper called The Future Of Europe which calls for EU expansion 
to include Serbia and Montenegro, an EU army by 2025 and an 
EU-wide work permit. 
And this week the European Commission signed off on plans to 
build on what was called a “current momentum of confidence”. 
Reforms could be presented to the European Parliament before 
Britain leaves the bloc in 2019. 
Head of the Commission Jean-Claude Juncker has insisted 
Europe has the “wind back in its sails” despite warnings to slow 
down in the push for uniformity. 
 
But at the heart of BREXIT is the money, always the MONEY! 

FOLLOW THE MONEY!  KER-
CHING!   
EU to UK Export Figures 
Germany – 70 Bn. 
France – 37 Bn 
Netherlands – 36 Bn 
Spain – 25 Bn 
Belgium – 23 Bn  
Italy – 20 Bn  
Ireland – 19 Bn  
Poland – 10 Bn  
Sweden – 10 Bn  

250 BN overall – a  71 Bn trade surplus 

with the UK– whoa! quite a difference.  
So increasingly,  instead of the EU  anthem of “Ode to Joy” one 
instead hears only the ”Ker-ching” of emptying cash registers, as  
EU countries realise  precisely what the UK’s  exit from the EU 
will mean to them, despite all the bravado, the bad mouthing, 
etc.  
And it’s not just the under 12 Bn the UK contributes to the EU 
budget, most of which is gobbled up one should note by 
beneficiary Poland, who get just under 10 bn of such 
‘reconstructive’ funds.   Poland incidentally,seem to find 
themselves in a bit of a dichotomy, some argueing for a soft 
Brexit   (see further table) whilst Poland’s Foreign Minister 
declared: 
“…had vowed that Britain will be made to pay “as much as 

possible, for as long as possible” as part of a mammoth 

divorce settlement with the EU.” 
Several EU countries – principally Germany and France -  have 
already said they are not going to pick up the slack of the UK’s 
contribution, far from it, and others have said the EU should 
economise, and Heaven Forfend, reform itself.   None of which is 
welcome news to Juncker et al.  
No it is not just the UK’’s contribution to the EU Budget, that is 
upsetting several EU countries, but also the effect of what a 
”hard” Brexit could have on EU exports to the UK.   German car 
manufacturers have already found car exports to the UK 
declined considerably last year, possibly also due to the 
Dieselgate scandal.  
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The scaremongering - which at the moment is rife – about huge 
truck/container backlogs at ports, planes being unable to land – 
seems to be just that, scaremongering, which defies logic.  Planes 
fly both ways, landing slots in all EU as well as UK airports have 
to be agreed, lorries, containers go both ways.  
The above table illustrates how other EU countries regard the 
UK, in terms of Brexit.    Predictably Germany and France are 
hardcore against, with Belgium, and several eastern states.   
Another core monetary contention is that of the Common 

Fisheries Policy (CFP), and it is noticeable, that all those EU 
countries affected by the potential outcome of the UK regaining 
its territorial fishing waters in the Atlantic – ie Portugal, Spain, 
France particularly, Belgium, Holland – are for Hard Brexit, and 
obviously will be fighting to retain their fishing rights.  
See below! 

EU'S FISHING FAILURE: Nations on 
brink as quotas put stocks at risk! 
THE European Union's attempt to control 
fishing quotas and prevent illegal fishing has 
failed so abysmally stocks are in real danger, a 
damning report has found.  

The common policy guarantees all European fishing fleets equal 
access to waters and fishing grounds.  Speaking at the 
Conservative Party Conference, Mr Gove, the Environment 

Secretary said Brexit would free Britain to decide its own laws to 
make the country “cleaner, greener and more beautiful”. 
This included replacing the “damaging, disastrous and unjust” 
EU Common Fisheries policy to support British fishermen.  
In August, Mr Gove said: “When we leave the EU we’ll become 
an independent coastal state and that means we can then extend 
control over our waters to 200 miles.” 
European trawler men are anxious they will be blocked from 
landing catches in Britain’s fertile fishing grounds once the 
country has left the bloc in March 2019. Fishing became a key 
feature of last year’s EU referendum battle, with many coastal 
communities blaming Brussels’ controversial quota system for 
driving businesses to the wall.  
Since the vote ministers have sent out mixed messages on 
whether the UK will fully take back control of its waters, 
including environment secretary Michael Gove who contradicted 
himself in the space of a month.  Britain boasts the most lucrative 
fishing grounds in all of Europe, which have been wide open to 
foreign vessels for decades under the EU’s Common Fisheries 
Policy (CFP).  
Leading eurosceptics promised to take back control of the UK’s 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ), stretching up to 200 miles from 
shore, after Brexit in a bid to revive our battered fishing 
industry.  
But there is now a battle brewing over the issue, with fishermen 
fearing their livelihoods could become a pawn in negotiations 
over a future trade deal between the EU and the UK.  
British trawler men export about three quarters of all they catch 
to other EU member states, meaning they are reliant on good 
trade terms with the bloc to secure any benefits from Brexit.  
Meanwhile, the UK actually exports the vast majority of fish 
consumed domestically from other European countries - 
especially Iceland and Norway who are not EU members but are 
in the Single Market.  

Sean O‘Donoghue, CEO of Ireland’s largest fishermen’s 
representative body, Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation, said 
being shut out of UK waters would be “game over for us”, 
adding: “We are very concerned.”  
And French trawler man Jean-Charles Frammery, captain of the 
boat La Frégate, said: “Brexit would mean a big loss in revenue 
for everyone. The places where we can fish are already limited.” 
However, defiant British fishermen have hit back saying that if 
Europe refuses to seal a sensible trade deal with the UK, they will 
simply sell their goods to the rest of the world.  
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David Stevens, who skippers the Crystal Sea trawler at Newlyn, 
Cornwall, said: “If they decide not to buy British fish, that opens 
up the rest of the world. That is a very big market.”  
Describing the mood amongst the UK’s coastal communities as 
positive, he added: “I think fishermen would definitely be 
looking to invest in boats, modernise them, and get them ready 
for a post-Brexit future.”  
Barrie Deas, head of the National Federation of Fishermen’s 
Organisations (NFFO, added: “Given the EU fleets take about 
four times as much fish out of UK waters as we take out of EU 
waters, the expectation is there will be a lot more fish [for UK 
fishermen].”  
The CFP was first established in 1970, three years before the UK 
voted to join the European Union. 
Speaking from Brussels,  

Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire MEP Mike Hookem where he 
sits on the European Parliament Fisheries Committee, the UKIP 
MEP said: “The EU is desperate to keep access to our fisheries 
despite attempting to punish Britain for Brexit.  “EU vessels must 
be charged for access and any fish caught in British waters must 
be landed here.” 
Under the CFP, the European Commission sets quotas for fish 
stocks that can be caught within all European waters and divides 
those quotas between national fleets. Britain has a relatively large 
fishing zone, which has led critics to claim that it loses out to 
other European fleets because the system gives those Euro 
trawlers unfair access to UK waters.  If Britain pulled out of the 
CFP it would regain the ability to control all fishing within 200 
miles of the coast under international law. 
Research into the six major fishing countries of France, Ireland, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Spain and England has found all of the 
countries are failing to implement the regulation properly. 
Ireland has not even established the penalty point system for 
fishing vessels breaking laws and has not created a national 
register of infringements, as is required by EU law. 
The Irish Government argues this is because it would be a 
lengthy and expensive process. 
The country had a very low level of illegal incidents - just 35 out 
of 2,502 inspections in 2015 - and was fining foreign vessels an 
average of €26,375 while Irish vessels were only fined €1,900. 
The English are also not adhering to the rules, with very low 
numbers of prosecutions, low fines when they are handed out 
and a lack of transparency. 
The report says: "The dominant themes actually guiding 
enforcement practice appear to favour a cautious approach, 
which prioritises avoidance of regulatory burden to business 
over the robust fulfilment of EU law obligations to detect 
fisheries infringements." 
France has established a national register of infringements, which 
has revealed the number of controls being implemented in its 
seas and ports has actually decreased over the past few years. 
The system the French have come up with to punish those 
disobeying CFP laws is so complicated and fragmented the 
penalty point system is not being "effectively applied by the 
authorities" and no points have yet been issued, the report said. 
In the Netherlands, the situation is similar, with the body tasked 
with carrying out inspections decreasing in size and resources, 
with CFP infringements which are detected having such low 
levels of sanctions applied they "cannot be considered as 
deterrent". 

Member countries are failing to punish illegal sea activities 
which has turned the EU's policy into a sham, the report by 
environmental law activists ClientEarth claims. 
Under the bloc's Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), all EU 
countries have to impose sanctions on those breaking fishing 
laws to ensure a level playing field and to protect fish stocks. 
However, the report found most countries, including the key 
fishing countries of France, Spain and the Netherlands, are not 
implementing punishments. 
The number of sanctions which have been issued is also 
incredibly low, with the law firm, whose patron is Coldplay, 
saying authorities are "doing little or nothing about illegal 
fishing", seven years after the CFP penalty point system was 
adopted in 2010. 
Fishing quotas have remained a touchy subject for Britain and is 
a core issue when it comes to Brexit talks, with politicians 
pledging to protect British fishermen in a way they cannot within 
the EU. 
When it comes to the current system, much of the reason for not 
implementing it is based on a fear commercial fishermen will be 
financially penalised twice - once with an immediate fine and in 
the long-term with an accumulation of points - which could 
affect the entire industry. The fining system has also caused 
friction between nations when it comes to fining overseas vessels. 
ClientEarth lawyer Elisabeth Druel, said: "Strong and systematic 
sanctions are needed to deter illegal fishing and to pay for the 
damage done to our marine environment. 
"The fishing industry would have us believe they are heavily 
inspected and sanctioned, but our research shows that is just not 
the case. 
"Different countries having different laws is unfair to those 
acting legally and threatens our oceans. "We need to ensure 
fisheries laws are properly enforced so that Europe's waters are 
not overfished and we have a healthy marine environment." 
The EU boasts of maintaining ‘’sustainability’’ of fish stocks, 

but the above information seems to contradict this.   Fish stocks 

in  North Atlantic / European waters are being OVERFISHED! 

 

 
WINNING BUT…… 
Rugby News  
By SIMON EVELEIGH  
Since I last wrote, Toulon have played five times, won four and 
lost the other by only three points. Toulon are fourth in the Top 
14, eight points behind surprise leaders Lyon and are level on 
points with Bath at the top of their Champions Cup group. On 
the face of it, therefore, everything is going well. 
However, the bare statistics hide some of the truth and in three of 
those four victorious games the result could very easily have 
gone the other way. 
On the last day of September Toulon hosted La Rochelle. Last 
season, La Rochelle surprised everyone by their style of play and 
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the success they had with it. The big question was whether they 
would be one of those teams who struggled to repeat their 
exploits second time around. Judging by what we have seen so 
far, La Rochelle have very much picked up where they left off 
New coach Fabien Galthié is trying to add a bit more to Toulon’s 
game, encouraging players to take initiatives and play a more 
expansive style than we have been used to seeing at Mayol in the 
last few years. The problem is that changing a playing style takes 
time and is also dependent upon having the personnel to 
implement it. 

 
Toulon new recruit – Malakai Fekitao 

There have been glimpses of the new Toulon, but not enough. 
Having said that, to beat La Rochelle in their current form, you 
have to be a good team, so the 26-20 win augured well for the 
rest of the season. 
The week after that match, Toulon travelled to Bordeaux to take 
another side who play attractive rugby. In a match where Galthié 
rested a few of his senior players, the lead changed hands several 
times, before Toulon fell agonisingly short, losing 30-27. 
Before the groups for any competition are drawn, a coach will 
have a checklist of things he wants. As far as the Champions Cup 
is concerned, Galthié’s list would have been something along the 
lines of; 

1. Avoid Saracens 
2. Avoid another French team 
3. Avoid an Irish team 
4. Avoid Glasgow and Scarlets 
5. Avoid Wasps and Exeter 
6. Get an Italian side 

On the basis that wishes 3 and 4 are practically incompatible, to 
come out with a group containing Bath, Scarlets and Treviso 
looked like a pretty good deal. 
Of course, when you are playing at the highest level, easy 
matches are hard to find, but this group certainly seemed to be 
the most straightforward of the five. For example, last year’s 
finalists, Saracens and Clermont are in the same group! 
Toulon opened their campaign with a home fixture against last 
season’s Pro 12 winners, Scarlets (Llanelli in old money). 
Welsh regional rugby has struggled to compete financially, with 
players regularly going to England or France to ply their trade, 
where the pay cheques are much bigger. To counter this, the 
WRU has recently introduced a rule that from now on players 
playing outside of Wales and who have not won 60 caps or more 
will not be considered for selection. Players who are already 
playing “abroad” will still be able to represent Wales until the 
end of their current contract even if they have not got the 
requisite number of caps. 
One player who will, therefore, no longer be available for Wales 
from next year is scrum half Rhys Webb, who has signed a 
contract to join Toulon at the end of this season. The fact that the 

contract was signed days before the WRU’s announcement seems 
particularly harsh and you have to wonder whether some sort of 
“Webb exemption” deal will be done. 
Scarlets have coped with their budgetary constraints and won 
the Celtic league last year with real swagger in the way they 
played the game. More than one Welsh supporter I have spoken 
to would love to see the national side play in the same way. 
Toulon really started with a bang racing into an 18-0 lead. 
However, as so often this season, Toulon struggled to maintain 
their momentum and were quite fortunate to win by a point, 21-
20, an uncharacteristic miss from Toulon old boy Leigh 
Halfpenny, saving the local side’s blushes. 
Historically it has always been an advantage to play in a group 
with an, Italian team in it, as the five group winners and three 
best second-placed teams qualify for the quarter-finals, and the 
best second-placed teams generally come from the Italian groups. 
This year Treviso are Italy’s only representative and they are a 
much improved side. There were a few eyebrows raised when on 
the opening weekend Bath beat Treviso but without the try-
scoring bonus point that has become customary when playing 
host to the Italians. 
Toulon’s second match in Europe this year was a visit to Treviso 
and they were very lucky to come away with a win, needing a 
last minute penalty to run out 30-29 victors. 
With Bath pulling off a surprise win at Llanelli, after two rounds, 
Bath and Toulon are level at the top of the table with eight points 
apiece and it is very nicely set up for the back to back games 
between the two teams in December. 
One thing that has been noticeable this season is that Toulon 
blow hot and cold and seemingly have great difficulty in the 
second half of matches. However, this is not a problem that only 
Toulon suffer from. In the world of rugby the general consensus 
is that the French national team runs out of steam after an hour 
and this seemed to be true of most French teams in European 
competition over the first two weekends. 
The Top 14, despite the good intentions of certain teams like La 
Rochelle, is quite attritional and the ball stays in play for less 
time than is the case at European and international level. This is 
why Galthié is so keen to expand Toulon’s repertoire, but these 
things take time. 
On their return from European duty, Toulon played Brive at 
Stade Mayol and won 41-24, six tries to three, thereby securing 
the bonus point. However, the up and down nature of the season 
continued even here, where they almost let a bonus point slip, 
having led 41-10 at one point. 
In November the Top 14 takes a bit of a backseat as the autumn 
internationals take centre stage. 
Despite drawing the series with The Lions in the summer and 
losing to Australia recently, New Zealand remain the reference 
for everyone else and they will be playing France twice. The first 
match at Stade de France on November 11th will be a test 
between the two countries’ first teams, but the second the 
following Tuesday at Lyon will be a chance for both to give some 
game time to fringe players. On the basis that many feel New 
Zealand’s second team is better than many countries’ first string, 
it will be interesting to see what happens. 
The full list of fixtures involving France and the four home 
nations; 
Saturday 4th November  Barbarians v New Zealand 
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Saturday 11th  Scotland v Samoa, England v 
Argentina, Wales v Australia, Ireland 
v South Africa, France v New Zealand 

Tuesday 14th   France v New Zealand 
Saturday 18th  Wales v Georgia, England v Australia, 

Scotland v New Zealand, Ireland v 
Fiji, France v South Africa 

Saturday 25th  Scotland v Australia, England v 
Samoa, Wales v Australia, Ireland v 
Argentina, France v Japan 

Saturday 2nd December Wales v South Africa 
There is a debate over who should play fly half for France, but 
one thing is certain, it will be a Toulon player, as the only two No 
10s in the squad are François Trinh-Duc and his young colleague 
Antony Belleau. 
Next month we will cover how the various northern hemisphere 
sides fared against their counterparts from the south. 
As far as action for Toulon is concerned this coming month, they 
go to Agen on 4th, play at home to Racing 92 on Sunday 19th and 
finish November with a trip to Castres on 25th. 
 
 

 
TOULON AIRPORT ANNOUNCES NEW 
AIRPORT LIAISON 
From March 2018 direct flights to 
Roissy  
Very welcome news has just been announced by Toulon-Hyeres 
Airport (Vinci Airports), that as from March 25 2018 there will be 
two daily flights to and from CDG-Roissy, Paris via the new Air 
France budget line HOP! 
Air France/HOP say they offer 60 destinations from Roissy to 40 
other countries.  
Those wanting to transfer to International flights at Roissy will 
be overjoyed, however, it remains to be seen if one can do direct 
transfers of one’s luggage, via this route, say to other major 
International Airlines.   Something to be wary of when booking 
such flights.   It pays to ask questions.   
Flights will be from Roissy at 7h10, eta 8h40. Toulon 9h15 eta 
10h45 
In the afternoon the flights are:  Roissy 16h15 eta 17h45. And 
Toulon 18h20, eta 19h50  
All in all a very welcome addition to services to and from 
Toulon-Hyeres, which still remains the most friendliest, trouble 
free airport in the region, with lots of facilities.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT NETWORK OF THE VAR (BSN) 

This organisation exists to support not only the bereaved, but also 

those who are terminally ill, & their families/friends. 

If you, or someone you know, could benefit from our confidential 

support, then please contact Sandra- 04 94 84 64 89 / 06 32 35 31 24 - 

email info@bsnvar.org-  

or go to our web site www.bsnvar.org  

for further information. 

 

L’Oasis Christian FellowshipL’Oasis Christian FellowshipL’Oasis Christian FellowshipL’Oasis Christian Fellowship    

LORGUES 
Part of the Anglican Church 

of Lorgues with Fayence 
2

nd
 Sunday at “Arc-en-Provence” 

1801 Chemin des Pailles Lorgues 

4th Sunday at Notre Dames des Anges 

17 Avenue des Quatre Pierres - Lorgues followed by bring & share lunch. 

Contact Rev Peter or Shirley Massey 

O4 94 73 93 37 or 06 87 94 04 83 

Website www.lorgueswithfayence.org 

 

Fellowship of the AscensionFellowship of the AscensionFellowship of the AscensionFellowship of the Ascension    

MONTAUROUX 
Part of the Anglican Church 

of Lorgues with Fayence 
1

st
, 3

rd
 Sundays11 an at The Presbytery Montauroux 37 Rue St Brigitte, followed 

by bring and share lunch 

Contact Rev Peter Massey 0494 739337 

or Hilary Rost at 0494 477067 

Website www.lorgueswithfayence.org 

 

St. John the Evangelist St. John the Evangelist St. John the Evangelist St. John the Evangelist ––––    
Ave Paul Doumer - St Raphaël 

Holy Communion  every Sunday at 10.30 a.m. followed by 

refreshments. 

Details  Andrew Hayward Andrew.hayward@sfr.fr 04 94 60 88 07 

 Or:  04 94 60 87 05 

Grimaud Village Church 

1
st

 Thursday each month 11am 

Ring 04 94 60 87 05 for details 

www.sjevar.com 

 

Is ALCOHOL a problem for you? 

Did you know that there are local  

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in English,  

weekly in  Lorgues, St. Tropez & 

St. Raphael. Information 

08 20 200 257 

&  www.aariviera.org 
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FOR SALE – SALERNES – VAR 
 
Beautiful south facing Provençale house, 260m² in 
terraced and fenced grounds of 2/3 ha. Large salon, dining 
room, 2 studies, master bdrm suite, guest suite (2 bdrms + 
bathroom), addl bdrm and bathroom. Mod kitchen + utility 
room.  Separate 2 room cottage 40 m² with own garden 
area. Garage, heated pool, olive grove and young fruit 
trees.  Views to hills. 700,000€.       
Tel  +33 (0) 494 707233 
 

Read all about what happens in the Var, 

where and When! with the VAR VILLAGE 
VOICE! Plus entertaining articles! Plus 
important News for Expats.  

 Why not give it as a Gift? 

Don’t forget Subscribers can 

advertise their rental 

property for FREE on the VVV 

Website  

www.varvillagevoice.com  

“Villa Rentals” 

Don’t miss out - Use the 

VVV website – Look at the 

Stats. hits going up by the 

month! 

Tell your friends -  

So easy to subscribe: 

€20 only Internet issue 

contact Editor: 

 Anita Rieu-Sicart,  

1142 Route des Miquelets,  

83510 LORGUES.  

 

anita@varvillagevoice.com 

or: 04 94 04 49 60 

www.varvillagevoice.com 
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